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Jverview

“his new standard was added into our Standards for pre-registration midwifery programmes to give student midwives
he opportunity to experience different ways of working and incorporate this learning into the development of their own
2adership style and approach to team working.

Ve are aware that currently some students only have limited experience in one Trust or Health Board. By introducing
his new standard, it will support student midwives in gaining a broader placement experience which will help them to
yrovide safe, effective, and kind care.

ractice placements for student midwives FAQs

Vhy is this standard being introduced?
"he aim of this standard is for student midwives to experience a different maternity provider from their normal

lacement setting. This will offer students an opportunity to see different ways of working and leadership styles.

low is a different maternity provider defined?
\ different maternity provider is likely to be a different maternity unit, Trust or Health Board that the student does not

1ormally have placements allocated. This may include a student exchange arrangement with a different Approved
zducation Institution (AEI).

"he important consideration is that the student will gain experience of different leadership and team working styles, and
1 some instances, the placement may also offer different learning opportunities. For example, a student midwife will
jain different learning opportunities by being placed in a tertiary unit with higher acuity to their usual placement.

low long does the placement need to be?
"he AEI will determine the length of the experience. The experience may be a defined practice placement, an elective

)r observational.

Vhat will the student midwife be able to do on the placement?
"he AEI should set learning outcomes for the experience aligned to the standards for pre-registration midwifery

rogrammes. We support a flexible approach being adopted, which reflects the students’ individual needs and
sircumstances. Depending on local requirements, a placement may be observational for some students.

Vhat if the student midwife does not want to change maternity providers?
Lis good practice for student midwives to be made aware of the experiences they are likely to have at the start of their
yrogramme.

Lis the AEI's responsibility to ensure a student meets this new standard, but student midwives should be involved in
he decision-making process about this experience

Vhat if additional costs are incurred by the student midwife to undertake this experience?
"here are national policies in place, across the four UK countries, which would apply to this experience and can

iupport student midwives with additional expenses.


https://www.nmc.org.uk/standards/standards-for-midwives/standards-for-pre-registration-midwifery-programmes/
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