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Exceptionally reporting Covid-19/Novel Coronavirus to the NMC

Before you start
We’ve produced this form to enable Approved Education Institutions (AEIs) to capture and report risks/concerns/changes made to education programmes, due to the current situation with Covid-19/Novel coronavirus. This form should be submitted after going through your own appropriate internal governance.

Please read our emergency programme standards (www.nmc.org.uk/emergency-education-standards) first as this provides the context and rationale against what we expect you to exceptionally report.

As you answer each question, please indicate the number of students that have been affected by each of the standards/statements below, making it clear where there are differences in the different programmes or routes that you run.  You should use this form to exceptionally report on any risks that may affect compliance with our emergency programme standards. Please submit this form by 27 July 2020 to exceptional.reporting@nmc-uk.org
Further details about our general exceptional reporting process can be found at www.nmc.org.uk/exceptional-reporting. 

	Section 1: Approved Education Institution (AEI) details

	Name of Approved Education Institution: 

	Name(s) of practice learning partner(s) concerned: 




	Section 2: Details of the COVID-19 risk

	Please name the NMC-approved programme(s) affected: 


	How many students are affected by the risk? 


	What year of study are they in?

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	Section 3: Applies to students in the final six months of their pre-registration 

undergraduate and postgraduate nursing and midwifery programmes

	Emergency standard 1 (E1): Students in the final six months of their pre-registration undergraduate or postgraduate nursing or midwifery programmes may complete their programmes in clinical placements, whilst ensuring all learning outcomes are met.
By completing their studies in practice for six months this may result in some programmes having a greater than fifty percent weighting towards practice, for these students. We would still require all of the learning outcomes to be met.

Please outline the actions you have taken, and how you are ensuring that that students are meeting the learning outcomes:



	Emergency standard 1.2: Students finishing their programme in placements under standard E1 will be provided with protected learning time.
During this state of emergency and the pressures on the health and care workforce that supernumerary status of students may not be possible. We are therefore removing that requirement, however require students to have protected learning time. 

Please confirm the measures you have  taken to ensure students get the support and supervision they need to learn, and that protected learning time is provided.  You may attach the agreed AEI/practice learning partner approach/model

 


	Section 4: Applies to second year students, third and/or final year students on their first six months of study and first year postgraduate students of nursing and midwifery programmes

	Emergency standard 2: Second year students, third and/or final year students on their first six months of study and first year postgraduate students may spend no more than 80% of their hours in clinical placements and 20% of their hours in theoretical learning.
Please state the agreed /confirmed adaptations you have made, and are making to your programmes which will continue to support students and the student learning:




	Section 5: Applies to first year students in their pre-registration undergraduate nursing and midwifery programmes

	Emergency standard 3: Students in the first year of pre-registration undergraduate programmes who continue with their nursing and midwifery programme may spend 100% of their programme in theory/academic learning.
Please state the adaptations you have, and are making to your programmes that will continue to support students and the student learning environment:




	Section 6: Applies to all programmes

	Emergency standard 4: Ensure placement allocations take account of current, relevant public health guidelines with due regard to the health and wellbeing of individual students.

AEIs and their practice learning partners need to work with their students to find appropriate placements, and ensure that students with underlying health conditions for example, are not negatively impacted by these changes. 

Please state the measures you have put in place that actively support your students’ health and well-being:



	

	Emergency standard 5: All students will receive support, supervision and assessments in line with the Standards for Student Supervision and Assessment (SSSA, 2018).

Please state the measures you’ve adopted that provides assurance  that students have been made aware of the changes and are being appropriately supervised and assessed:



	


	Emergency standard 5.1: Exceptionally, the same person may fulfil the role of practice supervisor and practice assessor during this emergency period. The assessment to be conducted by a registered nurse, midwife or nursing associate with suitable equivalent qualifications for the programme the student is undertaking, and who is not on a temporary register.

Please outline if you have used E5.1 when and how this was used exceptionally, and monitored appropriately. 


	

	Emergency standard 6: Theoretical instruction can be replaced with distance learning, where appropriate to support student learning, which meet the required theoretical hours and learning outcomes.
Please report any changes to the mode of delivery of the programme(s) as a specific result of COVID-19:



	

	This section relates to how students (across all programmes) are assessed.  

Please state the changes that you’ve made to assessments and/or examinations during this emergency situation:




Other:

	If you have any other risks/concerns related to COVID-19/Novel coronavirus that haven’t been covered by the above emergency programme standards or statements then please let us know:

	


Future changes to programmes

	We are aware that programme will have needed to redesign their programmes and curriculums to respond to the emergency situation, and to ensure our standards and learning outcomes are met across the programme. Please articulate what your future plans are in relation to changes to your programmes including assessments and the proportion of practice/theory split in order to continue to meet our standards across your programmes.




	Section 7: Returning your report

	Date of submission to the NMC:



	Name and email address of person responsible for submission to the NMC:




Returning your report
You should return your completed form to exceptional.reporting@nmc-uk.org
What happens next?

Our Education Quality Assurance Team will then review your answers and we may need to come back to you to ask further questions and/or confirm that the actions you’re taking are proportionate.

We’re also very aware that at this time, things may change and at short notice.  So if after you’ve submitted this form, changes have had to be made then we can guide you as to the next steps.  If this applies to you and your practice learning partners, then please tell us via exceptional.reporting@nmc-uk.org.
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