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Objectives

These slides cover:

• Who the first nursing associates will be and how they 
will be eligible to register with the NMC

• What is expected of education institutions (EIs) 
during the registration process

• What is expected of students/applicants during the 
registration process

• Next steps.



Opening the nursing 
associates part of our 
register on 28 January 
2019…



The first applicants

• Around 2,000 students on programmes that started in 2017.

• Approx. 700 will apply to register in January/February 2019, with 
around a further 800 in March/April 2019.

• The Government set a target to have 5,000 nursing associates 
in training in 2018. On 6 February 2019 the Government 
announced that it hit this target.

• The Government has an ambition for a further 7,500 people to 
start training in 2019.



The first applicants 

• The first applicants eligible to join the nursing associate part of 
the register will not have a qualification from an NMC approved 
programme

• However, these first applicants will have been assessed against 
the NMC’s standards of proficiency (published on 10 October 
2018)

• There is provision in our legislation (Article 13A) allows for only a 
specific group of ‘pre-regulation’ applicants to eligible to apply 
to register:

• Individuals on HEE pilots or nursing associate 
apprenticeships…

• …who have started their course on or before 26 July 2019.



The transitional arrangements

For those who gain a qualification from a ‘pre-regulation’ nursing 
associate programme we:

• Have to assess whether a qualification is ‘comparable to’ (not 
necessarily the ‘same as’) a qualification from an NMC approved 
programme 

• If we do not have evidence to deem a pre-regulation applicant’s 
qualification comparable, they will have to pass a test of 
competence to be able to register 

• The test of competence will include a Computer Based Test 
(CBT) and the Observed Structured Clinical Examination 
(OSCE).



Re-cap on 
‘comparability’ 



How will we assess comparability?

Our comparability assessment has two elements:

Element of ‘comparability’ assessment 

Met or 

not 

met?

Outcome 

for student?

1) Programme rated ‘green’ by HEE? Met

Comparable

qualification

2) EI declarations (at individual student level):

- Met the NMC’s nursing associate 

standards of proficiency?
Met

- Met HEE’s learning hours requirement? Met

- Had sufficient breadth of placement 

experience?
Met



The registration 
process



‘Pre-regulation’ applicant registration 
timeline

HEE’s QA

NMC 

informed 

of the 

outcome 

of HEE’s 

quality 

assurance 

(QA) 

activity.

This 

informs 

which 

course 

code 

Education 

Institutions 

(EIs) are 

given. 

EI uploads

EIs upload qualifications 

and students’ contact 

details via the NMC portal. 

For each student, the EI 

must make a declaration 

whether or not they have:

1) Met the NMC’s nursing 

associate standards 

of proficiency

2) Benefited from the 

required learning 

hours as specified in 

HEE’s framework.

3) Experienced the 

required breadth of 

practice placements 

as required by HEE’s 

framework.

Registration timeline for applicants who started training at a HEE pilot site:

Applicants

Applicants will receive an email asking them to 

set up an NMC Online account to complete their 

application.

NB: Students won’t receive this email until EIs 

have uploaded their qualification and made the 

three declarations.

The applicant will need to:

• Confirm they have the health and character 

to be able to practise safely.

• Confirm that they hold (or will hold when they 

practise) an appropriate indemnity

arrangement.

• Tells us about any criminal charges, 

cautions or convictions.

• Tells us if a regulator has ever said that 

their FtP is impaired.

• Health and character referee: Provide details 

of a registered nurse who has known them for 

at least one year and has been in contact with 

them during the preceding six months.

• Pay the initial registration fee of £120.

NMC decision on 

registration application

This includes assessing the 

comparability of the 

applicant’s qualification. 

They must have:

1. A qualification from a 

green rated pilot site 

and

2. Three positive EI 

declarations and

3. Completed all the steps 

on NMC Online 

(including the reference 

completed by their 

nominated referee).

Once all these steps are 

complete the applicant will 

appear on the register and 

receive an email confirming 

their registration.



Key points for education providers

The registration process is almost identical to the one for nurses.

Key points to note:

• We will provide you with your course codes once we have confirmation from 
HEE of the outcome of their quality assurance exercise.

• You can upload your students’ qualifications via NMC EI portal. This can 
be the individual or team who normally uploads students to the NMC portal.

• You have to make three declarations for every student when you upload 
the qualification. If you make a negative declaration about a student you 
should explain the reason(s) why to the student.

• You do not make health and good character declarations as part of the 
upload. The student nominates their referee. You may want to suggest they 
nominate the nursing lead on your programme.

• Provide student email addresses when you upload the qualifications 
(remember to get permission as needed to share this with us).

We will schedule a call with you to discuss this 
process and student level declarations.



HEI portal Dummy screen with test data



Key points for students

• Applicants will use NMC Online to apply to register. 

• They will need to:

• Self declare that they have the health and character to be able to 
practise safely

• Confirm that they hold (or will hold when they practise) an 
appropriate indemnity arrangement

• Tell us about any criminal charges, cautions or convictions

• Nominate a health and character referee: Provide details of a 
registered nurse who has known them for at least one year and 
has been in contact with them during the preceding six months

• Pay the initial registration fee of £120.



Applicant screens



Dummy test screen



Dummy test screen
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Health and character 
referees screens



Dummy test screen



Dummy test screen



Next steps



Next steps

From us…

• Information to students in our nursing associate newsletter.

• Webinar for student nursing associates on 12 December 2018 and 
26 February 2019.

• Information on website with updates on the registration process.

• Course codes issued to education institutions.

• Updated guidance for education institutions based on our learning 
from the registration process for the first nursing associates in 
January 2019.

• Option of a one-to-one call with the NMC:

• In January 2019 for wave 1 pilot sites

• In March / April 2019 for wave 2 pilot sites.



Next steps (cont.)

What we’d like from you…

• Upload of qualifications as soon as practical to help your students to 
be able to apply to join the register as early as possible.

• Include email addresses for your students if possible (with 
permission) – we can then email individuals to create their NMC 
Online account.

• Please help cascade information to your students. For example:

• Advise your students on the best person to be their health and 
character referee.

• Advise and reassure students about cautions and convictions –
the guidance on our website may help you.

• Apply for your programmes to be approved by 26 July 2019 and 
consider whether you will transfer any pre-regulation student 
cohorts onto the NMC approved programme.

https://www.nmc.org.uk/registration/joining-the-register/health-and-character/


Thank you

Any questions, contact: 
nursing.associates@nmc-uk.org

mailto:nursing.associates@nmc-uk.org

