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Decision and reasons on application for hearing to be held in private

Ms Kyriacou, on behalf of the NMC, made an application for the entirety of this
hearing to be held in private. She submitted that this application is made to protect
the confidentiality of Colleague A as matters of his health have been referred to in
the CPD agreement and that Colleague A’s health is inextricably linked with the
charges against Mr Shannon. The application was made pursuant to Rule 19 of the
‘Nursing and Midwifery Council (Fitness to Practise) Rules 2004’, as amended (the

Rules).

The legal assessor reminded the panel that while Rule 19(1) provides, as a starting
point, that hearings shall be conducted in public, Rule 19(3) states that the panel
may hold hearings partly or wholly in private if it is satisfied that this is justified by the

interests of any party or by the public interest.

Having heard that elements of this case relate to Colleague A’s health and are
inextricably linked with the charges against Mr Shannon, the panel determined that
the entirety of the hearing should be conducted in private in order to protect

Colleague A’s privacy.



