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Nursing and Midwifery Council 
Fitness to Practise Committee 

 
Substantive Order Review Hearing 

 
25 January 2019 

Nursing and Midwifery Council, 61 Aldwych, London WC2B 4AE 
 

Name of registrant: Lynn Inwood 
 
NMC PIN:  80H0980E 
 
Part(s) of the register: Registered Nurse – Sub Part 2 
  Adult Nursing – January 1983 
 
  Registered Nurse – Sub Part 1 
  Adult Nursing – October 2003 
 
Area of Registered Address: England  
 
Type of Case: Health 
 
Panel Members: Caroline Healy (Chair, Registrant member) 

Sally Underwood (Registrant member) 
Christine Moody (Lay member) 

 
Legal Assessor: Richard Ferry-Swainson  
 
Panel Secretary: Edmund Wylde 
 
Lynn Inwood: Not present and not represented  
 
Nursing and Midwifery Council: Represented by Tamsin Ryder, Case 

Presenter 
 
Order being reviewed: Suspension Order (3 months) 
 
Fitness to Practise: Impaired 
 
Outcome: Striking-Off Order, to come into effect at the 

end of 26 January 2019 
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Service of Notice of Hearing 
 

The panel was informed at the start of this hearing that Mrs Inwood was not in 

attendance, nor was she represented in her absence. 

 

The panel was informed that the notice of this hearing was sent to Mrs Inwood on 19 

November 2018 by recorded delivery and first class post to her registered address. The 

panel noted that notice of this hearing was delivered to Mrs Inwood’s registered address 

on 21 November 2018 and signed for by “L Inwood”. Following a change of date and 

venue for the hearing, a further letter was sent to Mrs Inwood on 27 December 2018. 

This was sent by recorded delivery and first class post to her registered address and 

signed for by “L Inwood” on 28 December 2018. 

 

The panel accepted the advice of the legal assessor. 

 

In the light of the information available the panel was satisfied that notice had been 

served in accordance with Rules 11 and 34 of The Nursing and Midwifery Council 

(Fitness to Practise) Rules Order of Council 2004 (as amended February 2012) (the 

Rules).  

 

Proceeding in absence 
 

The panel then considered proceeding in the absence of Mrs Inwood. The panel was 

mindful that the discretion to proceed in absence is one which must be exercised with 

the utmost care and caution.  

 

The panel considered all of the information before it, together with the submissions 

made by Ms Ryder, on behalf of the Nursing and Midwifery Council (NMC). The panel 

accepted the advice of the legal assessor. 

 

Ms Ryder reminded the panel of its finding that notice of this hearing had been correctly 

served on Mrs Inwood. She invited the panel to consider that Mrs Inwood has not 

attended any of the review hearings in relation to this matter since the substantive order 
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in this case. Ms Ryder informed the panel that the relevant NMC Case Coordinator had 

endeavoured to contact Mrs Inwood by email on 23 January 2019 and (twice) by 

telephone, on 24 January 2019 and at 08.43 this morning; no response has been 

received with regard to any communications sent. Ms Ryder submitted that the order in 

this case is due to expire at the end of tomorrow, and that the public interest will not be 

satisfied and the public not appropriately protected if this hearing does not proceed 

today. Ms Ryder invited the panel to consider that Mrs Inwood has voluntarily absented 

herself, that there is no indication that she will engage with these proceedings, and that 

an adjournment would serve no useful purpose. 

 

The panel noted that there had been no response from Mrs Inwood in relation to the 

notice of hearing. The panel was mindful that Mrs Inwood has not engaged with the 

NMC with regards to any substantive order review proceedings since her substantive 

hearing.    

 

The panel was satisfied that Mrs Inwood had been sent notice of today’s hearing and 

that she was or should be aware of today’s hearing, in light of the NMC’s repeated 

attempts to contact her. The panel, therefore, concluded that she had chosen voluntarily 

not to attend. The panel had no reason to believe that an adjournment would result in 

Mrs Inwood’s attendance. It took into account the fact that the suspension order in this 

case will expire at the end of 26 January 2019, namely tomorrow. Having weighed the 

interests of Mrs Inwood with those of the NMC and the public interest in an expeditious 

disposal of this hearing, the panel determined to proceed in Mrs Inwood’s absence.   
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Decision and reasons on application under Rule 19 
 
Having received the panel’s decision to proceed in Mrs Inwood’s absence, Ms Ryder 

invited the panel to hold the entirety of this hearing in private on the basis that this case 

revolves around Mrs Inwood’s health. The application was made pursuant to Rule 19 (2) 

of the Nursing and Midwifery Council (Fitness to Practise) Rules 2004 (the Rules). 

 

The panel accepted the advice of the legal assessor.  

 

The panel determined to hold the entirety of this hearing in private.  

 
Decision and reasons on review of the current order: 
 

The panel decided to make a striking-off order. This order will come into effect at the 

end of 26 January 2019, in accordance with Article 30 (1) of the Nursing and Midwifery 

Order 2001 (as amended) (the Order).  

 

[PRIVATE] 

 

This decision will be confirmed to Mrs Inwood in writing. 

 

That concludes this determination. 

 

 

 


