
 

Ideas about the way we 
check if health professionals 
can speak English 
What do you think? 
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Please tell us what you think by  
Friday, 12 August 2022



What’s in this survey 

In this Easy Read document, hard words 
are in bold. We explain what these words 
mean in the sentence after they have been 
used. 
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About us 

We are the Nursing and Midwifery Council 
(NMC).  

Our job is to help nurses, midwives and 
nursing associates do the best job possible.  

We want to make sure nurses, midwives 
and nursing associates have the skills and 
knowledge they need to do their jobs well.  

This will mean they can give everyone the 
best care possible, and keep people safe 
and healthy. 
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About this survey 
It is important that health professionals in 
this country can speak English, so that they 
can talk to patients and give them the 
right care. 

Before we agree to let someone work as a 
nurse, midwife or nursing associate in this 
country, we check how well they can 
understand the English language. 

Some nurses, midwives and nursing 
associates have learnt to do their jobs in 
another country.  

We are looking at the way we check 
whether someone can speak, read, write 
and understand English. 

We want to make sure that the way we 
check is fair to everyone. 
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Hello



 
Before we make a final decision about the 
way we check, we want to know what you 
think about our ideas. 

Please read the information in this survey 
and then answer the questions. 

We need your answers by Friday,  
12 August 2022. 

  

5

12 
August  
2022



Our ideas 

To check how well someone can speak, 
read, write and understand English, we ask 
them to do a test. 

There are 2 different tests they can choose 
from.  

At the moment, if they didn’t train in an 
English speaking country, they must 
achieve a good score in 1 of the tests to 
show us that their English is good enough. 

But if someone gets a score that isn’t quite 
high enough, we are thinking about other 
ways they can show us that their English is 
still good enough to work in this country. 
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To show us that their English is good 
enough, we are thinking about accepting 1 
of these 3 things: 

1. A letter from someone they have 
worked for, where they spoke English in 
their job. 

2. A post-graduate qualification that was 
learnt in English - this is a university 
course they have done on top of the 
one that taught them how to be a 
health professional. 

3. A high enough score if they have taken 
2 English tests and we add the scores 
together. 
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What do you think? 

A letter from someone they 
have worked for 

We are suggesting that to show us their 
English is good enough, we could accept a 
letter from someone they have worked for, 
if: 

• They took 1 of the English tests but their 
score wasn’t quite high enough, or 

• They trained to be a health professional 
in another country where English isn’t 
the main language, but they were 
taught in English. 

The letter would have to be about a job 
they have had in a health and care setting 
in this country. 
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They must have had the job for over a year, 
within the last 2 years. 

Question 1: Do you agree or disagree that 
we should accept a letter from someone 
the person has worked for, to show us that 
their English is good enough? Please tick 1 
box. 

Please tell us if you have any comments 
about our idea to accept a letter from 
someone the person has worked for: 
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Agree Disagree
Neither 
agree or 
disagree

Don’t 
know



A post-graduate 
qualification 

A post-graduate qualification is a 
university course you can do after you 
have completed a degree. 

We are suggesting that to show us their 
English is good enough, we could accept a 
post-graduate qualification that was learnt 
in English, if: 

• They took 1 of the English tests but their 
score wasn’t quite high enough, or 

• They trained to be a health professional 
in another country where English isn’t 
the main language, but they were 
taught in English. 

The post-graduate qualification would not 
have to be about health or care. But it 
would have to have been done in English, 
in this country or another English speaking 
country. 
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Question 2: Do you agree or disagree that 
we should accept a post-graduate 
qualification that was learnt in English, to 
show us that the person’s English is good 
enough? Please tick 1 box. 

Please tell us if you have any comments 
about our idea to accept a post-graduate 
qualification: 
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Agree Disagree
Neither 
agree or 
disagree

Don’t 
know



Adding English test scores 
together 

There are 2 different tests that people can 
take to show us how good they are at 
English.  

Both tests have 4 parts - listening, reading, 
speaking and writing. People need to get a 
high enough score in each part to show us 
that their English is good enough. 

But if they don’t get a high enough score in 
1 part of the test, we let them do the same 
test again and take the highest score 
across the 2 tests.  

For example, if someone takes a test and 
doesn’t get a high enough score in the 
writing part, they can do the same test 
again and take the highest writing score 
from the tests. 

They still have to get a minimum score in 
each part of the test, both times they take 
it. 
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We are suggesting that to show us their 
English is good enough, we could accept 
scores that are added up from 2 tests, if: 

• The person gets just under the minimum 
score we have for each part of the test 
now. 

• The person takes the test both times 
within 12 months instead of just 6 
months, which is the rule at the 
moment. 
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Question 3: Do you agree or disagree that 
we should accept adding up scores from 2 
times of doing a test, in the way we’ve 
suggested?  
Please tick 1 box. 

Please tell us if you have any comments 
about our idea to accept adding up scores 
from 2 times doing a test in the way we’ve 
suggested: 
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Agree Disagree
Neither 
agree or 
disagree

Don’t 
know



 
Question 4: Do you think the way we check 
if someone can speak English should be 
the same for nurses and midwives and 
nursing associates? 

Yes 

No 

I don’t know 

Please tell us if you have any comments 
about us doing the same checks for nurses, 
midwives and nursing associates: 

15



 
Question 5: Do you have any more 
comments about anything in this survey? 
Please tell us here: 
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Thank you 

Thank you for telling us what you think. 

Your answers will help us to decide how we 
can be fair to everyone when we check if 
people’s English is good enough. 

17



If you would like us to keep in touch with 
you about this survey and what we decide 
to do next, please tell us: 

Your name: 

Your email address: 
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